
LOCATION AND ANGLE FOR HUMANE 
EUTHANASIA OF LARGE ANIMALS

FIREARM

THE RED SPOT IS THE TARGET.

PIGS DAIRY SHEEP/GOATS BEEF HORSES

Illustrated by Sarah Ann LaTrendesse



GUNSHOT:
Rifle: 22-caliber rifle: Round nose shell 
is preferred.

Shotguns: 410, 16, or 20 gauges loaded 
with 3-inch shells: Slugs are preferred. 

Firearm standoff distance must be at least 3 
inches from the skull plate.

Confirmation of insensibility within 30 seconds:
1. Lack of corneal reflex 

2. Inability to right itself or floppy head 

3. Lack of pain response 

Confirmation of death within 3 minutes:
1. Lack of corneal reflex 

2. Lack of respiration 

3. Lack of heartbeat 

4. Lack of vocalization 

If animal is not rendered insensible, use a second shot with a firearm or captive bolt gun.

www.canr.msu.edu/animal-agriculture


